METTERNI c H

week is out, I shall have mobilised forces enough to fight
any number of battles, even without waiting for the arrival
of my troops from Spain. The damage done by the Cossacks
will drive the countryside to arms, and double our forces.
If the nation stands by me, the enemy is marching to his
destruction. If fortune betrays me, I have made up my
mind what to do. I am not wedded to the throne. I will not
dishonour my nation or myself by signing a shameful peace.

You must find out what Metternich wants. It is not in
Austria's interest to push matters to extremes. One more
step, and she will lose her leadership.

In the present state of affairs I cannot give you any
orders. Confine yourself for the moment to keeping your
ears open, and telling me what you hear. I am just off to
the front. We shall be so near each other that your first
reports will not be too late to act upon. Send me frequent
messengers.

[CORRESP., xxvii, zio6z. The Allies had paid no attention to Napo-
leon's proposals for peace during the battle of Leipzig, October 17,
but on November 9, at Frankfort, on Metternich's suggestion, they
offered terms which would give France her 'natural frontiers' of the
Rhine, the Alps, and the Pyrenees, and leave her in possession of
Savoy, Nice, and Belgium; and Napoleon after a long delay replied
that he was willing to negotiate. But by that time the Allies had
changed their minds, and both sides prepared for a fresh campaign.
On December i the Allies decided to cross the Rhine, and on January
ij Napoleon left Paris to meet them in the field.]
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JOSEPH'S CHOICE

TO  KING JOSEPH

PARIS, January 7, 1814.

I HAVE received your letter. It is too clever for my present
situation. The point can be put in a nut-shell. France is
invaded. All Europe is in arms against her, but more par-
ticularly against me. You are no longer King of Spain. But
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